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 Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application 2021

Scholarship Fund Amount: $0

Let's get to know you!

Please provide your work-related Twitter
contact information.

Please provide your work-related Facebook
contact information.

I have co-applicants: No

Best phone number to reach you at: +14055677587

Campus Lowery Freshman Center

Grade(s) 9

Additional Co-Applicants

Campus Lowery Freshman Center

Project Information

Are there any additional funds available for
this grant?

No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? No

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? No

Does your grant have a technology
component?

Yes

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your
grant addresses.

Counseling

How many students will be involved in this
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grant? 1800

Name of Grant
Real World Learning Through Virtual Guest

Speakers

Technology Approval

Please upload your technology approval here:    Technology Approves Nepris.JPG

Project Information Continued

Provide a brief summary for use on the
Foundation's website and social media.

Connecting with virtual guest speakers will
from across the country will provide our

students with real-world learning. Students will
not only be able to watch live sessions and

participate in chats with industry professionals,
but they can also engage in sessions that

were designed specifically to fit the needs and
interests of each individual classroom.

How will the project or program be
implemented? Describe activities and tasks.

Who is the target population and in what ways
will they benefit?

This project will be implemented through the
LFC Connections class, which means that we
will be able to impact every freshman student
on our campus. Each teacher will be issued
an account that they can log into with their

Allen ISD Google credentials. While piloting
this program, I designed a session called

"Personal Finance for Teenagers." Through
this session, students were able to connect

with Jeff Williams, the Chief Financial Officer
for Berkshire Hathaway Home Services in
Portland, Oregon. Mr. Williams addressed

questions such as: What is a credit score, and
why is it important? What is the difference

between debit and credit? How do I create a
budget? What are some common money

mistakes that teenagers make, and how can I
avoid them? It was a great session with

applicable, real-world examples and advice
from a financial expert. Just like I created the

session on personal finance, I will be
designing and requesting sessions through

Nepris that focus on student-requested topics.
Each year, we reflect upon the LFC

Connections class and gather feedback from
our students, and we ask them what topics
they want to learn more about in the future.

Common topics include money management,
the stock market, college admissions,

https://kaleidoscope-prodenvone.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/83889_16063571_Technology%20Approves%20Nepris.JPG
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community service, leadership, and mental
health. By incorporating student voice into the
implementation of this program, my hope is

that students will feel not just a sense of
ownership, but also empowered and valued as
learners. Furthermore, students must consider
their career choices early in their high school
careers as they are required by the state of
Texas to take courses in line with a specific

"pathway." This can be stressful for students,
but by bringing professionals from a variety of
fields into the classroom, students will be able
to ask questions and gain insight into multiple
professions, which will help them make these

important decisions.

What is the problem, need or opportunity that
this grant will address? Describe the impact of

this project on your students.

In a typical year, 9th grade students are
exposed to guest speakers from both inside

and outside the district through the LFC
Connections class. However, due to the

pandemic, no outside speakers are allowed to
make presentations or be on campus, and it is
unclear as to whether this policy will change
during the 2021-2022 school year. Although

we have done our best to implement alternate
activities, it has been incredibly difficult to

provide the same level of engagement and
authentic learning that our students

experience when hearing from an adult
currently working within that field. To resolve
this challenge, LFC would like to subscribe

(via a site license) to a service called Nepris.
Nepris links schools to working professionals
who have been vetted and trained. This will

provide our students with daily opportunities to
join live, virtual chats with professionals on a

variety of topics that prepare students for
college and career, and teachers can also

design their own sessions that align to their
curriculum or address a specific need within
their classroom. This allows our students to

use their voice to not only guide their learning,
but also to take ownership over it. We have a

wide range of students with diverse
backgrounds, ambitions, passions, and

interests, and by allowing them to authentically
interact with and gain real-world knowledge

from working professionals, we will be able to
enrich and expand students' classroom

experience.
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Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project
support? Please provide 2 examples.

It aligns to the Allen ISD non-negotiable that
we will provide quality professional learning
experiences to our students. It also aligns to
the Allen ISD graduate profile because it will
help academically prepare students for future

pursuits by cultivating the necessary skills
students need to seek educational and career

options as they continually pursue and
integrate knowledge.

Explain how this idea or project
enhances/supports Allen ISD curriculum or

existing systems.

The LFC Connections program was created to
express care, challenge growth, built support,

expand possibilities, and foster student
empowerment in order for each student to
become effective and engaged citizens.
Through LFC Connections, students can

expect to participate in team building activities
that build trust, cooperation, collaboration, and
teamwork. There are also academic support
days, conversations and presentations on

relevant issues and current events that affect
them both in school and in life, character
building aligned with a specific monthly

character trait, and basic life skills that are
taught throughout the week. This project

enhances the goals of the LFC Connections
class because it works within the systems that
we have already created. By utilizing Nepris to

bring a variety of industry professionals into
the classroom, Lowery teachers can open a

world of expanded possibilities for their
students. While I can create and design

sessions for the entire campus, each teacher
can also create and design sessions based on

the needs and interests of their individual
classroom. We have 95 sections of

Connections on our campus, so while one
class might be working with a panel of

professionals, another classroom might be
using the video resource library to learn about
specific industries and compare options based
on skills, salary, and other variables. Since the
creation of the LFC Connections class 3 years

ago, our students have indicated that they
appreciate the opportunity to engage in

conversations and activities that are relevant
to their lives, their interests, and their future. A

subscription to Nepris would support and
enhance our ability to provide our students

with a voice and nurture their desire to learn.
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What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

This will be a year-long project. Because
Nepris is an annual subscription, we will begin

implementing the program in October 2021
and our license will expire in October 2022. At

a minimum, I plan to design, request, and
implement one Nepris session into the LFC

Connections curriculum each month.

What teaching methods will be used to
implement this project?

Student-Centered: Students will have the
opportunity to select topics and help the

teacher design sessions of interest to them.
They will also be able to self-explore career

possibilities and access data about trends and
information in the labor market such as salary

and necessary skills. Guest Speakers:
Students will have the opportunity to listen to
guest speaker presentations and engage in

virtual chats with industry professionals.
Students will have the opportunity to ask
questions about specific fields of study or

topics and benefit from each professional's
real-world knowledge and experience. When I
design and request a session, I am required to

enter a description of the class, a list of key
questions that I want answered, and a list of

expected outcomes, or what I want the
students to be able to do or take away from
the session. This helps me ensure that the
session is specific and targeted, but it also

ensures that the guest speaker understands
what I want the students to learn, or what they

want to learn, from the session.

What specific measurements will be used to
evaluate the effectiveness of the project?

We will conduct both student and teacher
feedback panels, and we will also evaluate its

effectiveness through student and teacher
surveys.

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 7000.00

Almost done!
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Project Budget Set Number 1

Question Answer

Item Type Instructional Supplies or Resources

List item to be purchased under item category: Nepris Site License

Unit Cost 7000

Quantity 1

Total cost of items in this category: 7000.00


